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Dear Committee Secretary

I strongly support the Same-Sex Relationships (Equal Treatment in Commonwealth Laws—General Law Reform) Bill 2008.

Regarding this Bill, I draw the Committee’s attention to the following points.

1. Interdependent relationships should not be included in this particular Bill. Removing discrimination against same-sex couples in federal law has been investigated by several inquiries and widely debated in the community. In contrast, the legal recognition of of interdependent relationship raises a number of social, legal and financial issues which have not been subject to public debate. Interdependent relationships should be recognised separately and only after thorough consultation and consideration.

2. State and territory registered civil partnerships should be given equal recognition. In this Bill, partners in state or territory registered civil partnerships are recognised as a type of de facto partner. This is inappropriate because partners who register a relationship choose to no longer be considered a de facto couple. We urge registered civil partnerships to be recognised in their own right as a separate category of relationship, alongside married and de facto relationships. 

3. Children in families headed by same-sex couples must be protected equally. The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, together with your Committee, has recommended the recognition of non-biological parents in same-sex relationships across federal law, including in areas such as family law and child support. I support this recommendation.

4. The Government has created a new term, “relationship parent”, to describe non-biological same-sex parents in the areas of social security and taxation. Without the changes in point 3, this implies that a non-biological parent in a same-sex relationship is different or less than the non-biological parent in an opposite sex relationship. It is in the best interests of the child that both of their same-sex parents are recognised equally before the law.

5. The changes to federal law proposed in this Bill impose a raft of new rights and responsibilities on same-sex couples. In order for same-sex couples and their families, NGOs, service providers, professionals, and government agencies to be adequately prepared for these changes, it is important for an extensive education campaign to be prepared and implemented by the Federal Government. 

<Personal Story (In your own words please tell the committee how will these laws affect you personally. If you wish to not include your own story – please delete this highlighted text)>
As one same-sex partner told the HREOC Inquiry”I am a first-class taxpayer but second-class citizen”. This encapsulates why removal of discrimination against same-sex couples warrants full support of the Senate. As a society, Australian laws should not treat any of our citizens as second class citizens. 
Yours sincerely

Full Name:


Phone Number:


Address:



Please ensure you provide your full name, phone number and address with your submission. If you do not, your submission may be deemed invalid. Please delete this highlighted text.

Steps:

1. Fill in your personal story on page 1 of this word document. In your own words explain how recognition of same-sex couples will have a positive impact on your lives and those around you. If you have experienced discrimination before please share your story.

2. Feel free to add points underneath each of the inquiry headings or more generally under the 3 inquiries heading. 

3. Include your full name, phone number and address at the bottom of the email

4. Delete all highlighted text in this document

5. Email the word document to legcon.sen@aph.gov.au or print the letter and send to the address stated above.

